STRAIGHT FROM THE HORSES MOUTH.

Wolf Teeth
In this article I will try and explain what Wolf teeth are, the problems they cause and extraction of these teeth. Sometimes known as remnant teeth, these teeth date back from a time when horses had seven molars in each dental arcade. Through time horses have evolved to cope with the changes in vegetation, the first premolar has become smaller and now serves no useful purpose, this is what is now known as the Wolf Tooth. They now develop in around only 50% of horses. 

Wolf teeth erupt between 1 and 2 years of age and are situated directly in front of the start of each dental arcade, generally they are only present on the upper arcades although this is not always the case.

When describing Wolf teeth they can be compared to Icebergs, what appears above the gum line as erupted tooth is not necessarily a reflection of the shape and size of the root and unerupted part of the tooth.

On some occasion’s wolf teeth do not erupt above the gum line, these are known as “Blind Wolf Teeth”, these appear as hard lumps in the gum-line, and can have similar effects as erupted Wolf Teeth.
Wolf teeth can cause trouble with mastication and behavioral problems especially when a bit is placed in the mouth.

Common problems include:

· Head Shaking and facial pain – sometimes the soft tissue around the wolf tooth can become agitated and sore when pressure is applied to this area. This is common with Blind Wolf teeth, or when the wolf tooth has become loose.

· Biting Problems – Due to where wolf teeth are situated in the mouth, they commonly cause problems with biting, this can include avoidance of the bit, refusal to work on the bit, throwing the head, and in severe cases some horses may buck or rear in an attempt to avoid the pain.
· Excessive Salivation – in an attempt to reduce the contact the bit has with the wolf teeth, horses can mouth the bit excessively to the extent of frothing at the mouth. 

My philosophy is “Prevention is better than Cure” so to avoid the problems associated with Wolf teeth, I recommend that wolf teeth are extracted before a horse needs to be bitted, usually just prior to breaking, but can be done at any age. Removal of wolf teeth is generally a simple procedure and can usually be done without the need to sedate, although this does depend on the mannerisms of the individual horse. Wolf teeth removal was described as early as the 17th Century as a method to remedy biting problems. 

Owners should be aware that the presence of Wolf teeth may not be the only cause of these problems, and routine dental examinations should take place regardless of whether Wolf teeth are present or not. If you require any advice please feel free to give me a ring. Greenstede Equine Dental 01342 314748 / 07725 619347 or email corriebrown60@hotmail.com
