Common Dental problems that occur in horses.

Horses teeth erupt between 3 to 7mm’s a year and if dental treatment is not received this can lead to a number of problems that affect not only the horses health, but can also affect competitive performance. The younger the horse is when they start receiving dental treatment the risk of any of any major malocclusions is greatly reduced.
Caudal (towards the back) & Rostral (towards the front) Hooks.

These prevent sideways movement of the jaw, excessive wear to opposing teeth, soft tissue damage and discomfort resulting in high head carriage when ridden.
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Ramps and Sharp Enamel Rims.
Ramps cause same problems as hooks but can also force the lower jaw forward over time.
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Enamel rims can cause lacerations to the surrounding soft tissue, and pain when eating, from bits and tight head gear around the area. 
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Remnant teeth or Wolf teeth
These can cause biting problems and pain when bitted (see article).
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Sheared molar table and Wave complexes
Shearing is a very severe problem, sideways movement of the jaw is inhibited, which means food cannot be chewed sufficiently.
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Wave complexes when untreated can cause excessive wearing of the teeth, leading to premature collapse of the dental arcades or loss of teeth.
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Stepped molars and Excessive Transverse Ridges.
Stepped molars may be caused by the loss of a tooth and prevents efficient chewing actions.
[image: image8.jpg]



Excessive Transverse Ridges (ETR) interfere with the chewing action and can cause excessive wear and often leads to more major malocclusions occurring.
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Peridontal disease and Diastema
Peridontal disease can lead to bone erosion around the teeth which can cause infection, abcesses and loss of teeth. This is generally the result of already existing dental problems.
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Diastema is a space that occurs between teeth, and can cause food getting trapped and resulting in progressive periodontal disease.

Incisor Mal-alignments.

These can cause excessive pressure on molars and can lead to extreme dental problems.
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Over bite and under bite
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The majority of these problems can be resolved or efficiently managed with basic dental procedures.

Good dental management could improve temperament, general health and well being as well as competitive success.

Dental examinations 1 – 2 times a year is recommended.
Prevention is always better than cure!!!!
